
NEW YEAR – A FRESH START WITH HOPE
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Dear Confreres,

 Greetings! As Corona Virus with its new avatars 

Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, Omicron and Demicron is 

raising its monstrous head and wagging its poisonous tail 

and the world is still gripped in fear and anxiety, we have 

just ushered into the New Year 2022. I pray that the Lord 

Jesus and His Mother Mary may protect and enrich our 

lives during this year with an abundance of Divine 

blessings. I take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy 

and Peaceful New Year and we welcome it with joy for it 

brings along new hopes, new opportunities, new surprises 

and many blessings. 

Mary, the Mother of God whose feast we 

celebrate on first January, reminds us to rely on the 

powerful intercession of our Heavenly Mother. As we read 

in Luke's gospel, Mary is like those believers who produce 

a hundredfold fruit after hearing the Word, holding it fast 

in an honest and good heart, go on to “bear fruit with 

patient endurance” (Lk 8:15). To live by the Word like 

Mary, we are exhorted to strive to make her (Mary's) 

dispositions of faith hope and charity and her perfect union 

with Christ our own and to open our hearts to the joyous 

humility of her Magnificat to be helpers like her especially 

among our recipients. This requires a great deal of holiness 

in our life in order to touch the hearts of our recipients and 

to lead them to experience God's powerful love for them. 

The year 2021 was marked by the continuation of 

massive Covid-19 health crisis, which became a global 

phenomenon cutting across boundaries, aggravating 

deeply interrelated crises like those of the climate, food, 

economy and migration, and causing great suffering and 

hardship. These and other events that marked humanity's 

path, this past year have taught us how important it is to 

care for one another and for creation in our efforts to build 

a more fraternal society. It is because a culture of care is the 

way to combat the culture of indifference, waste and 

confrontation so prevalent in our time.
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At a time like this, when the barque of humanity, 

tossed by the storm of the current crisis, struggles to 

advance towards a calmer and more serene horizon, the 

“rudder” of human dignity and the “compass” of 

fundamental social principles can enable us together to 

steer a sure course. As Christians, we should always look 

to Our Lady, Star of the Sea and Mother of Hope. May we 

work together to advance towards a new horizon of love 

and peace, of fraternity and solidarity, of mutual support 

and acceptance. May we never yield to the temptation to 

disregard others, especially those in greatest need; 

instead, may we strive daily, in concrete and practical 

ways, “to form a community and care for one another”.

As we have commenced the New Year dear 

confreres, let us resolve to live our lives in holiness with a 

deep joy that comes from the Lord. May we have an ardent 

desire to let ourselves be transfigured through a deep 

encounter with Jesus and the Holy Spirit, and in Him to be 

the persons who generates life and radiate joy and hope to 

the new generation.

With these words of blessing from the Book of 

Numbers, I wish you a very Good and Happy New Year 

2022 from the bottom of my heart:

The Lord bless you and keep you!
The Lord make his face to shine upon you 

and be gracious to you!
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you 

and  give you peace!

                                  (Numbers 6: 24 – 26)
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and the lowly manger? How can she reconcile the glory of 
the Most High and the bitter poverty of a stable? Let us 
think of the distress of the Mother of God. What can be 
more painful for a mother than to see her child suffering 
poverty? It is troubling indeed. We would not blame Mary, 
were she to complain of those unexpected troubles.Y et she 
does not lose heart. She does not complain, but keeps 
silent. Rather than complain, she chooses a different part: 
For her part, the Gospel tells us, Mary “kept all these 
things, pondering them in her heart” (cf. Lk 2:19).

 That is not what the shepherds and the people do. 
The shepherds tell everyone about what they had seen: the 
angel that appeared in the heart of the night, and his words 
concerning the Child. And the people, upon hearing these 
things, are amazed (cf. v. 18). Words and amazement. 
Mary, instead, is pensive; she keeps all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. We ourselves can have the 
same two different responses. The story told by the 
shepherds, and their own amazement, remind us of the 
beginnings of faith, when everything seems easy and 
straightforward. We rejoice in the newness of God who 
enters into our lives and fills us with wonder. Mary’s 
pensiveness, on the other hand, is the expression of a 
mature, adult faith, not a faith of beginners. Not a 
newborn faith, it is rather a faith that now gives birth. For 
spiritual fruitfulness is born of trials and testing. From the 

The shepherds found “Mary and Joseph, and the 
child lying in the manger” (Lk 2:16). For the 
shepherds, the manger was a joyful sign: it was the 

confirmation of the message they had heard from the angel 
(cf. v. 12), the place where they found the Saviour. It is also 
the proof of God’s closeness to them, for he was born in a 
manger, an object they know well, as a sign of his closeness 
and familiarity. The manger is also a joyful sign for us. Jesus 
touches our hearts by being born in littleness and poverty; 
he fills us with love, not fear. The manger foretells the One 
who makes himself food for us.  His poverty is good news 
for everyone, especially the marginalized, the rejected and 
those who do not count in the eyes of the world. For that is 
how God comes: not on a fast track, and lacking even a 
cradle! That is what is beautiful about seeing him there, 
laid in a manger.

         Yet such was not the case with Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God. She had to endure “the scandal of the 
manger”. She too, long before the shepherds, had received 
the message of an angel, who spoke to her solemnly about 
the throne of David: “You will conceive in your womb and 
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, 
and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David” (Lk 
1:31-32). And now, Mary has to lay him in a trough for 
animals. How can she hold together the throne of a king 
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mothers, who, in moments of tension, do not divide, they 
keep, and in this way enable life to grow. It is the way so 
many mothers embrace the problems of their children. 
Their maternal “gaze” does not yield to stress; it is not 
paralyzed before those problems, but sees them in a wider 
perspective. And this is Mary’s attitude: she keeps and 
ponders right up to Calvary. We can think of the faces of all 
those mothers who care for a child who is ill or 
experiencing difficulties. What great love we see in their 
eyes! Even amid their tears, they are able to inspire hope. 
Theirs is a gaze that is conscious and realistic, but at the 
same time offering, beyond the pain and the problems, a 
bigger picture, one of care and love that gives birth to new 
hope. That is what mothers do: they know how to 
overcome obstacles and disagreements, and to instill 
peace. In this way, they transform problems into 
opportunities for rebirth and growth. They can do this 
because they know how to “keep”, to hold together the 
various threads of life. We need such people, capable of 
weaving the threads of communion in place of the barbed 
wire of conflict and division. Mothers know how to do 
this.

           The New Year begins under the sign of the Holy 
Mother of God, under the sign of the Mother. A mother’s 
gaze is the path to rebirth and growth.  We need mothers, 
women who look at the world not to exploit it, but so that 
it can have life. Women who, seeing with the heart, can 
combine dreams and aspirations with concrete reality, 
without drifting into abstraction and sterile pragmatism. 
And the Church is a Mother, this is what makes the Church 
feminine. For this reason, we cannot find a place for 
women in the Church without allowing the heart of the 
Woman and Mother to shine. This is the place of women in 
the Church, the great place, from which other places, 
more concrete and less important, are derived. But the 
Church is Mother, the Church is woman. And since 
mothers bestow life, and women “keep” the world, let us 
all make greater efforts to promote mothers and to 
protect women. How much violence is directed against 
women! Enough! To hurt a woman is to insult God, who 
from a woman took on our humanity. He did not do it 
through an angel; nor did he come directly; he did it 
through a woman. Like a woman, the Mother Church, 
takes the humanity of her sons and daughters.

        At the beginning of the New Year, then, let us place 
ourselves under the protection of this woman, the Mother 
of God, who is also our mother. May she help us to keep 
and ponder all things, unafraid of trials and with the joyful 
certainty that the Lord is faithful and can transform every 
cross into a resurrection. Today too, let us call upon her as 
did the People of God at Ephesus. Let us stand and, facing 
Our Lady as did the people of God in Ephesus, let us 
together repeat three times her title of Mother of God: 
“Holy Mother of God, Holy Mother of God, Holy Mother 
of God”! 

quiet of Nazareth and from the triumphant promises 
received by the Angel – the beginnings – Mary now finds 
herself in the dark stable of Bethlehem. 
         Yet that is where she gives God to the world. 
Others, before the scandal of the manger, might feel 
deeply troubled. She does not: she keeps those things, 
pondering them in her heart.

           Let us learn from the Mother of God how to have 
that same attitude: to keep and to ponder. Because we may 
well have to endure certain “scandals of the manger”. We 
hope that everything will be all right and then, like a bolt 
from the blue, an unexpected problem arises. Our 
expectations clash painfully with reality. That can also 
happen in the life of faith, when the joy of the Gospel is put 
to the test in troubling situations. Today the Mother of God 
teaches us to draw profit from this clash. She shows us that 
it is necessary: it is the narrow path to achieve the goal, the 
cross, without which there can be no resurrection. Like 
the pangs of childbirth, it begets a more mature faith.

            I ask, brothers and sisters, how do we make this 
passage, how do we surmount this clash between the ideal 
and the real? By doing exactly what Mary did: by keeping 
and by pondering. First, Mary “keeps”, that is she holds on 
to what happens; she does not forget or reject it. She keeps 
in her heart everything that she saw and heard. The 
beautiful things, like those spoken to her by the angel and 
the shepherds, but also the troubling things: the danger of 
being found pregnant before marriage and, now, the lowly 
stable where she has had to give birth. That is what Mary 
does. She does not pick and choose; she keeps. She accepts 
life as it comes, without trying to camouflage or embellish 
it; she keeps those things in her heart.

            Then, Mary’s second attitude is about how she 
keeps: she keeps and she ponders. The Gospel speaks of 
Mary “bringing together”, comparing, her different 
experiences and finding the hidden threads that connect 
them. In her heart, in her prayer, she does exactly that: she 
binds together the beautiful things and the unpleasant 
things. She does not keep them apart, but brings them 
together. It is for this reason that Mary is said to be the 
Mother of Catholicity. In this regard, we can dare to say 
that it is because of this that Mary is said to be Catholic, for 
she unites, she does not divide.  And in this way she 
discerns their greater meaning, from God’s perspective. 
In her mother’s heart, Mary comes to realize that the glory 
of the Most High appears in humility; she welcomes the 
plan of salvation whereby God must lie in a manger. She 
sees the divine Child frail and shivering, and she accepts 
the wondrous divine interplay between grandeur and 
littleness. Mary keeps and ponders.

        This inclusive way of seeing things, which transcends 
tensions by “keeping” and “pondering”, is the way of 
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CANONICAL VISIT 

Andhra Pradesh:  “Living together is an art. It's a patient art, 
it's a beautiful art, it's fascinating” says Pope Francis. It was a 
great honor for the Guanella Karunalaya community 
when Rev. Fr. J. Ronald, Provincial Superior of Divine 

th Providence Province made a canonical visit from 10 to 
th12  of December 2021 in Vatluru, Andhra Pradesh. He 

shared his fraternal concern for the confreres, enkindled 
the flames of love towards the mission, and extended the 
tent of charity among the beneficiaries. The Web Series, 
“The Story of St. Louis Guanella” based on the Book Good 
Samaritan was released by him. He inaugurated “I love 
SDC” Selfie point and distributed gifts to aged people. Fr. 
Ronald celebrated the Holy Eucharistic in the Sacred 
Heart Church, Vatluru and released a daily prayer book for 
the boys. We greatly acknowledge the visit of our Fr. 
Provincial Superior to our community which rekindled 
our family spirit and fraternity.

FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

Andhra Pradesh:  “Speak to them of the great mercy of 
God. Sometimes people are helped by your telling of your 
own lamentations” says St. Francis Xavier. The solemn 
feast of St. Francis Xavier was celebrated in a spectacular 
way in the substation of Showaipuram. The Holy Eucharist 
was celebrated by Most. Rev. Jaya Rao Polimera D.D., the 

rd
Bishop of Eluru on the 3  of December 2021. He 
encouraged people to have the mindset of Christ and 
imitate the strong faith of St. Francis Xavier

ACT OF KINDNESS MEASURES A LOT 

Andhra Pradesh:  “Remember there's no such thing as a 
small act of kindness. Every act creates a ripple with no 
logical end.” – Scott Adams. Our Guanella Karunalaya 
boys were indeed happy by the sponsorship of Sports T-
shirts and shorts by the Kota Prudivee family. We want to 
acknowledge their generosity and helping nature and let 
them know how grateful we are.

BOYS' HOME CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

rdCuddalore: On the 23  of December, we had a Suppose 
Christmas celebration in our Boys' Home. Rev. Fr. 
Provincial Superior celebrated holy Mass.  In his homily, 
Father shared about his childhood and his eagerness to 
receive Christmas gifts and vacation for the holidays. After 
holy Mass, we had small felicitation to our Fr. Provincial.  
Fr. Provincial gave gifts to all the domestic staffs, boys, and 
Confreres. Then we celebrated the birthday of Fr. 
Provincial. Finally, he thanked the gathering, thus the day 
came to end. 
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CHRISTMAS CARLOS 

thCuddalore: On the 13  of December we began the 
Christmas Carlos in our Sagayamadha Parish, Cuddalore. 
We began Christmas Carlos at 6:30 pm every evening. 

Our group visited all the houses, sang Christmas Carlos 
songs, read the Word of God, and concluded with the 
blessing by the parish Priest. Calendars were distributed 
to each of the houses. All the Parishioners were very happy 
to receive the Baby Jesus in their home. At the end, we 
thanked all the choir members and pious associations for 
their availability and cooperation. 

INAUGURATION OF BATHROOMS
rdCuddalore: On the 23  of December, Rev. Fr. Ronald, 

SdC, Provincial Superior, inaugurated ten new bathrooms 
in our Don Guanella Boys' Home, Cuddalore. Fr. Francis 
thanked Almighty God for His providential help, the 
Provincial and his Council, all the donors from ASCI, 
Engineer Iyyappan, and Mason, Arul, for their assistance 
with this project.

                 CHRISTMAS GIFT SHARING 

ndCuddalore: On the 22  of December we had sharing of 
Christmas gifts. Sagayamadha Parishioners distributed 
Christmas gifts to our Don Guanella Boys' Home students 
at Cuddalore. We began the programme with a prayer in 
which we prayed for all the benefactors, well-wishers, and 
volunteers. We thanked the Lord for His many blessings. 
Then we had Christmas gift sharing for all our Boys' Home 
students followed by a cake cutting. 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

thCuddalore: On the 19  of December we had a 
Christmas celebration with Cuddalore District home 
children, DHM Arulvoli, Happy Home, Sathankuppam 
and our Boys' Home students. Fr. C. Lourdhuraj, Vice 
Superior, welcomed the gathering. Each home children's 
group was given one programme, such as: singing 
Christmas songs, dancing, or a performed skit. We invited 
special guests, including Mrs. Mahana, DCPU, 
Cuddalore, Mr. Kannan, Assistant Director from 
Urachikall, Dr. J. Natarajan, Mrs. Ganajayanthi, and Mr. 
Ramkumar. They all appreciated our work, service, and 
education for the poor children. Mrs. Arockia Selvi 
organized the whole programme. Fr. Vincent, SdC, Parish 
Priest delivered words of thanks to all. Then we 
distributed Christmas gifts to all the children. They had 
delicious lunch and left very happy.  

FORMATOR VISITS THE FAMILIES OF THE 
POSTULANTS 

India
6

J
a

n
u

a
r
y
 2

0
2

2



Sivagangai: As per the guidance of the DPP formative 
manual, Fr. Mathias, the director of postulants visited the 
homes of postulants with Fr. Adaikalam. The visit began on 

ththe 26  of December at 10.30 am to Bro. Bonaventhure's 
home in Pannikankuppam. After that, they visited the 
home of Bro. Maria Susai in Theli. The family offered a 
delicious lunch for the Fathers and the two aspirants who 
accompanied them from Cuddalore. Finally, the family of 
Bro. Kuzhandai Yesu was visited in Anthoniyarpuram 
Parish of Perunthuraipattu. All the parents and siblings of 
the Postulants were present, and they were happy to see 
the priests visiting their homes. Fr. Mathias had a friendly 
conversation with the parents encouraging them to 
support their sons with family prayer and dialogue to 
sustain them in their vocational journey in the religious 
life. The visit ended with a special prayer and blessing.

SUPPOSE CHRISTMAS WITH SPECIAL 
CHILDREN

Sivagangai: Yesuvanam Community joyfully celebrated 
the hundred and seventy-ninth Birth day of our Founder 

thSt. Louis Guanella on the 19  of December. On this eve of 
his birthday, we celebrated Suppose Christmas with full 
enthusiasm. After the crib blessing, we had a cultural 
program and Christmas friends gift sharing. Then the 
Superior distributed gifts in the name of the Community 
to Brothers, Staff, Special Children and Domestic 
workers. Bro. Chinnapparaj SDB, the special guest, gave 
an inspiring Christmas message and distributed gifts to the 
Fathers. The Birth day celebration of our Founder ended 
with inter-continental Mass at 07.30 pm presided over by 
Fr. Peter Sebastian, the Superior.

SUPPOSE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION WITH 
THE EVENING SCHOOL CHILDREN 

Bangalore: On the 12th of December, a team of prayer 
group members from St. Francis Xavier Cathedral 
Church, Bangalore visited our evening school children 

and shared their joy with them. A small prayer service was 
conducted by the team followed by cultural events which 
had been organized for the occasion. The team members 
performed a small concert to keep the children engaged 
and lively. At the end of the program, the children were 
provided with Christmas gifts. Some were given gadgets 
like TAB for online classes. Thus, the Suppose Christmas 
celebration ended.

WORLD DIFFERENTLY ABLED DAY IN 
BANGALORE

th thBangalore: December 4  was the 15  anniversary of the 
World Differently Abled Day. To celebrate this occasion, a 
fabulous event was planned and took place on our campus 
with the coordination and collaboration of GC, GLM, 
GYM, benefactors and other well wishers. We invited 
thirty-seven institutes and almost six hundred children for 
the event. The day began with the Holy Eucharistic 
celebration, presided over by Rev. Fr. Lawrence 
Thambusamy SdC. After Holy Mass, the celebration which 
included cultural programmes, performed by the invitees, 
began. Participants were honoured with gifts and a 
memento for the institute. All the guests were provided 
with breakfast, lunch, and tea. Finally, with a word of 
thanks expressed by Mr. Dominc, GC, president, the 
evening ended.

CELEBRATION OF  THE NATIVITY 
Chennai: The arrival of the month of December reminds 
us of two great occasions—Christmas and New Year. The 
Christmas celebration, at the end of the year, gives a fond 
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farewell to the passing year and is celebrated with great 
enthusiasm and joy. It spreads love and harmony among 
people of different religions. The festival of Christmas 
doubles the happiness of the winter season in India. Our 
Divine Province Provincialate Community organizes two 
tuition centers servicing 120 students of different 
religions. The students are tutored by 5 staff members. 
Our Don Guanella Evening School Students jubilantly 

th
celebrated the Suppose Christmas on the 20  of 
December 2021. Colorful cultural programs were 
performed by the students and the benefactors were 
honored for their generous contributions. The Don 
Guanella Major Seminary Community supported the 
festivities making all the necessary arrangements to 
ensure the success of the celebration. Lastly, the function 
ended with the arrival of Santa Claus and by sharing 
delicious food and giving Christmas attire to the children.

THTHE ELATION OF OUR FOUNDER ON HIS 179  
BIRTHDAY

rdChennai: We celebrated the 23  World Differently Abled 
th thDay and 179  Founder's Birthday on December 19  in 

Don Guanella Major Seminary. Due to the Corona 
Pandemic situation, the gathering included only 146 of 

our Don Guanella Special children, parents, GLM, 
GYM, and Benefactors. Rev. Fr. Benson celebrated the 
Holy Eucharistic and prayed for all the special children, 
parents, staff, and those who support our mission. Our 
special children were very happy and enjoyed day. To 
strengthen the mission, a new projector, treadmill, and 
bike were bought with the support of donors and were 
blessed by Fr. Benson.

CANONICAL VISIT

thWarangal: On the 10  anniversary of the Canonization of 
our Founder, the Provincial Superior joined us for the 
opening of our new house in the diocese of Warangal.  We, 
the Guanella Residence (Yesu Gutta), felt that the 
canonical visitation of our beloved Provincial Superior was 
as the visit of our Founder St. Louis Guanella to his own 
children. The event was meaningful and encouraging for 
the community members. 

th On the 16  of December 2021, the Provincial 
Superior visited our Residence House, Yesu Gutta. On the 

th17  of December, we started the canonical visit with the 
introduction by the Provincial Superior. Each confrere had 
the opportunity to share his views about our community 
and mission. In the evening, we celebrated the birthdays of 
Fr. Ronald, the Superior of the House and Fr. 
Rajarathnam. The following morning there was a 
community meeting with Provincial Superior which was 
followed by his distributing Christmas gifts to the 
community members and the staff. With the verification 
of the documents, the Provincial Superior concluded his 
Canonical Visitation.

         BANJARA CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION
thWarangal:  On the 19  of December 2021 we celebrated 

the Banjara Christmas and World Special People's Day 
together. The Bishop of the Warangal Diocese blessed the 
New Road and the Banjara Matha Car. After the blessings, 
he celebrated the Holy Eucharist. Following Mass, our 
Beloved Bishop, and Provincial Superior distributed 
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blankets to the special people as a Christmas gift. The visit 
of our Provincial Super ior was enr iching and 
strengthening for the confreres and the New Mission. 

CHARITY TO THE HOSTEL BOYS 

Krishnaperi: With the help of God and the province, we 
extended our corona relief work in and around our house 
and parish. We assisted our hostel boys by providing much 
needed items. The hostel boys were happy to receive the 
two bags of groceries which they took home. We thanked 
our Provincial Superior and his Council for their kindness 
and charity to the poor.

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION IN SCHOOLS 

K r i s h n ap e r i : T h e  C o m mu n i t y  a l o n g  w i t h 
Veeramamunivar High School and R. C. Primary School 

rdcelebrated the Suppose Christmas on the 23  of 
December 2021. It was a very colorful and meaningful 
celebration. We began the celebration with Mass; Fr. 
Chandra Navis presided with Fr. Antony Samy. After Mass, 
we had cultural programmes by both schools and the 
hostel. Mr. Durai, the Headmaster of the high school 
welcomed everyone and Mrs. Amutha, the Headmaster of 
primary school thanked all for their participation. The 
Fathers shared their Christmas wishes and thoughts 
during the celebration. Finally, we had cutting of the cake 
and delicious dinner offered by a family. We thank Fr. 
Kanikkai Raj for the preparation and arrangements.

CHRISTMAS GIFT TO THE EVENING SCHOOL 
CHILDREN 

Krishnaperi: After Christmas, the community was 
indeed happy to continue the celebration with the 
children of evening school in the parish. We bought 
dresses in Madurai and distributed them after the feast 

thcelebration of Holy Innocents on the 28  of December. 
The children were extremely happy to receive the gifts 
from the hands of Fr. Chandra Navis, the Parish Priest. 
Since we celebrated the Feast of Holy Innocents, we also 
distributed some stationery to the children to honor 
them. 

CAROLS IN ALL OVER…

Kumbakonam: Christmas is a season of joy and 
Christmas carols are the beloved musical backbone of this 
festive time. To celebrate the season with parishioners in 
our parish, we planned to share the joy of the birth of our 
Lord Jesus in every house in the villages. With the help of 
the choir group, volunteers, and youth we to went to all 
the houses, singing Christmas songs and carrying the 
statue of the Child Jesus for the special blessings. People 
were happy to receive us. Even the other Christian 
brethren and people from other religions invited us with 
the Child Jesus to their houses. This was the first time in 
our parish that we had carols. So, it was also a wonderful 
opportunity to visit each family, pastorally, and share our 
joy of Christmas. 
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         MEANINGFUL CHRISTMAS WITH CRI

Kumbakonam: The Kumbakonam Vicariate CRI had a 
meaningful Christmas celebration in Swami Malai, in one 
of our substations, with the poor people. Our brothers 
and sisters from different congregations helped us to 
prepare the place and to organize it. On the day of 
celebration, there was a respectable number of 
representatives from the religious communities of the 
Vicariate and our Conferes from the parish of Our Lady of 
Divine Providence who had gathered for the celebration. 
People welcomed the religious happily and actively 
participated in the program. Sr. Jude and Sr. Vijaya had 
planned the program and the distribution of Christmas 
gifts. We thank God for His providence. At the conclusion, 
children from our parish performed a colourful dance 
which was appreciated by all. 

WORLD DIFFERENTLY ABLED DAY

thThalavadi: On December 4  the whole world celebrates 
the Day for the Differently Abled. Erode was no 
exception, the special children were remembered. The 
Erode District Collector, Mr. Krishnanunni IAS, and other 
officials participated in the program as well as many 
district institutes. From our Nazareth Home for the 
Mentally Ill, Fr. Gnanaraj, Fr. Johnson and six of our 
residents, participated in the program and they 
performed a colorful cultural dance.  The Best Service 
Award was given to our Nazareth Illam, Director of the 
Institute Fr, Gnanaraj. The Collector appreciated our 
selfless service to the mentally ill people.

CULTIVATION FROM NAZARETH ILLAM

Thalavadi: “Work, work, work, until you get rest in 
heaven” was a beautiful statement given by our founder, St. 
Louis Guanella. To give credence to his statement, our 
Nazareth Illam residents worked hard to grow and harvest 
their own food. Maize was planted, nurtured, and reaped 
by them. They were so happy and felt proud that their hard 
work resulted in the good crop.  While they were working, 
they were singing and dancing.  It was also a kind of 
relaxation and therapy for their stress and depression.      

OUR FOUNDER'S BIRTHDAY

th
Thalavadi:  On December 19  our Founder's birthday 
was celebrated in Nazareth Illam with our residents. The 
Holy Eucharistic was celebrated with staffs and residents.  
After Mass, a cake and delicious meal was provided for our 
residents.  A few of our residents expressed their feelings 
and gratitude towards our mission and the service that we 
rendered to them. One of the patients mentioned that he 
had resided in many homes but in Nazareth Illam he 
experiences love, joy, care, compassion, and healing. 
Really it was a great message for our residents on the day 
of our Founder's birthday.

INTERCEDING THE BLESSED MOTHER
thCuddalore: On December 4 , the first Saturday of the 

month, the community Fathers, and the aspirants of SJS 
joined in honouring the Blessed Mother and interceding 
with her for the various needs of the seminary and the 
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congregation. The rosary was well animated by the higher 
secondary brothers with much creativity. It was a special 
event because we had a special guest, Mr. Joseph, who is 
visually impaired, along with his family members who 
joined us. Finally, Mr. Joseph enriched all of us with his 
melodious voice singing a Tamil traditional hymn to our 
Lady. All were truly inspired by the occasion and thanked 
Mother Mary for her intercession.  Then we all dispersed 
for the dinner. 

HONOURING THE SPECIAL CHILDREN

Cuddalore: As the customary of the Guanellian presence 
in and around the world, the Guanellian Fathers, Sisters, 
along with the Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Congregation organized a beautiful event in honouring 

thand dignifying the Buogni Figli on the 5  of December at St. 
Anne's Higher Secondary School in Cuddalore. The event 
lasted until the evening and the chief guest, Mr. Iyyappan 
MLA, spoke eloquently on the importance of affording 
dignity to those special children and the efforts of the 
Tamil Nadu government in uplifting the children. 

DOUBLE FESTIVITIES
thCuddalore: On the 19  of December, the Guanellian 

Fathers and Sisters of the Cuddalore Communities 
gathered for the intercontinental Mass on the birthday of 
our Founder St. Louis Guanella. They combined this along 
with the celebration of Christmas for the brothers. Fr. 
Adaikalam, the Superior & Rector, was the main celebrant 
and Fr. Periyanayagam was the homilist. The Boys' Home 
Community Fathers, along with the boys, joined the 
Eucharistic celebration. Next, there was a blessing of the 

Crib.  Fr. Xavier carried the baby Jesus to the crib, Fr. Leo 
placed the Child Jesus in the crib, and Fr. Vanathaiyan 
blessed it. Then the boys returned with a provision of tea 
and cakes. During the dinner, cultural items were 
organized by the seminarians and later distributed as 
Christmas gifts.    

CHRISTMAS WITH THE CHILDREN & 
BIRTHDAY OF FR. SUPERIOR PROVINCIAL

Cuddalore: “It is God who does” goes a saying. In line 
rdwith that saying, on the 23  of December the St. Joseph's 

Seminary community were privileged to have Fr. 
Provincial Superior, along with Fr. Charles Promiyo, as 
the chief guests for the Christmas celebration with the 
evening school children. The children from two places, 
Samupillai Nagar & Gundu Uppalavadi, along with their 
teachers were brought together in SJS for the grand 
celebration. The children and seminarians performed 
various culturals. Fr. Provincial wished everyone a 
meaningful celebration of the Birth of Christ and thanked 
them for the efforts they put into organizing the affair. The 
children were given their gifts by various guests. The 
special people from Navajeevan Home, Sathankuppam 
joined and added colour to the celebration by their 
presence. At the end, we celebrated the birthday of Fr. 
Ronald, Provincial Superior, along with the other birthday 
celebrants by cutting the cake. Lastly, the children were 
provided with the tea and cake and were dropped at their 
homes. We thank the sponsors of the day as well as the 
Fathers and brothers who worked for the event.  
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RESIDENTS SHOW APPRECIATION TO STAFF

Chelsea: In November staff in the Day Program began 
the project of planning gifts for the entire St. Louis Center 
staff. The residents collected and returned bottles and cans 
to save up the money to purchase supplies. The next step 
was cutting out salt dough to make ornaments and leaving 
them to dry for several days so that the ornaments could be 
painted. Once the ornaments were complete, the baking 
began. Several different kinds of cookies were made and 
packaged into festive bags. The final step was to sign the 
Christmas cards. After five weeks of working on the 
project, groups of residents accompanied by staff 
members visited all of the homes and offices on the SLC 
campus delivering the gifts to staff members December 
7th. 

OUR LADY OF LORETO PARISH CELEBRATES 
TH100  ANNIVERSARY (1920-2021)

E. Providence: It has been a long awaited day and being 
filled with joy and happiness internally and externally with 
all the preparation on this great occasion amidst the 

thpandemic to celebrate the 100  anniversary of the 
establishment of the Parish. There was much to celebrate 

th th on December 7  along with the 100 Anniversary of our 
Parish, we also celebrated our Patronal Feast, The Year of 
St. Joseph, The Immaculate Conception of the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary, honoring of Married Couples 

th th thCelebrating their 25 , 50  and 60  Anniversaries, and the 
Inauguration of Our Lady of Loreto website. The evening 
celebration began with Holy Mass procession led by Altar 

Servers, The Knights of Columbus, lectors and priests and 
ended with the Most Reverend Robert C. Evans Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of Providence, who most graciously 
honored us as the main Celebrant and homilist of the 
evening. He celebrated Mass, preached a wonderful 
homily on the importance of Blessed Mother in the church 
and in our life, and graced the occasion with his presence 
and Blessing. Nine priests concelebrated and prayed for 
the parish. Fr. Silvio DeNard Sdc and Fr. A. C Peri Sdc 
represented the Servants of Charity. One of the highlights 
of the evening was the blessing of married couples 

th thcelebrating  milestone anniversaries (25 , 50  and 60th) 
by the bishop. The bishop also blessed and unveiled the 
parish website ( ). The www.ourladyofloretoep.org
evening ended with a delicious agape dinner served for all. 
Fr. Bernad Sdc, initiated and organized the celebration. 
Thanks to all who helped to bring out this event 
meaningfully.

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

Chelsea: On December 12th the St. Louis Center 
residents performed the skits and songs they had been 
practicing for weeks. The Day Program choir entertained 
the crowd between performances singing holiday 
favorites such as Jingle Bells and Rudolph the Red Nosed 
Reindeer. St. Joe Hall gave the meaning of each of the 
letters in the words “Merry Christmas.” The women of 
Uncle Mike's House read and performed “The Legend of 
the Christmas Spider.” Several young men told of the many 
ways to look at the 'M' on M&M candies. The final group 
showed the audience how to go about “Rockin' Around the 
Christmas Tree.”!Many of the parents did not attend 
because of the pandemic, but they were able to see the 
performance live via Zoom. At the end of the 
performance, the Family Association distributed gifts to 
the staff and everyone enjoyed cookies and punch. 

COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Chelsea: The greater Chelsea area always goes all out to 
help St. Louis Center all year round, but they go over and 
above at Christmas time. Area parishes buy pajamas for 
each of the residents, provide craft and art supplies, some 
give hats and mittens and the list could go on. Ugly Dog 
Distillery in downtown Chelsea even hosted a second 
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Annual “Claus for a Cause” event December 17th that 
included a visit from Santa, a hot chocolate bar, a visit from 
the Chelsea Fire Department and the Police. All of this fun 
and cheer to gather gifts and awareness for SLC. Members 
of the development department were on hand as 
ambassadors of SLC to the gift givers at the event.

O HOLY NIGHT

Grass Lake: Members of the St. Joseph Women's Guild at 
the Pious Union outdid themselves with an outstanding 
Live Nativity performance. Janice Venditti with assistance 
from Judy Koenn planned and carried out this amazing 
event. On Saturday, December 18th, the Shrine parking 
lot was full and devotees from many denominations and 
towns gathered in front of the outdoor set. Students and 
adults that frequent the Shrine constructed Mary's home, 
a stable and a beautifully painted scene of Bethlehem 
where the story of the Nativity was brought to life. After 
the performance, attendees had the opportunity to meet 
the cast and animals, including a camel, that delivered such 
a moving production. The Women's Guild served cookies 
and hot beverages to the enthralled crowd. The event was 
such a success that plans may be in the works to have a 
repeat performance at Christmas 2022. 

GOOD BYE  TO A DEAR FRIEND
Chelsea: On November 30th Dawn, a longtime resident 
of St. Louis Center, passed away. Dawn was a well lived 
woman with Down Syndrome. Her health had been slowly 
declining over the past couple of years. Her cousin, who 
was her closest living relative and guardian, prepared 
memorial cards for her funeral Mass which was held in the 

SLC chapel on December 19th. The residents solemnly 
gathered to pay tribute to their dear friend. Fr. Enzo 
Addari, SdC was the main celebrant and homilist. He 
reminded the residents that Dawn had taught them how to 
love and have patience with one another and that she will 
be happily waiting to see them again in heaven.  

A-CAROLING  WE  WILL GO
Chelsea: The St. Louis Center residents spent many 
hours practicing Christmas carols for their participation in 
the Day Program choir and their group performances in 
the annual Christmas program. The staff figured that they 
could put all that practice to more good use by spreading 
some holiday cheer around the Chelsea community. On 

thDecember 20  after dinner, residents from the Day 
Program Choir and Independence College loaded up in 
vans and went into Chelsea. They visited at least a half 
dozen homes in one of the neighborhoods much to the 
surprise and delight of the homeowners. At a couple of 
houses the residents were served cookies.   

SCHOOL CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS

E. Providence: On December 22nd, Sacred Heart 
School gathered as to celebrate the annual, all school 
Christmas Mass. During the celebration students in the 
second grade performed the famous Gospel story of the 
Nativity. It is a tradition that all of the students look 
forward to preparing as a gift not only for the school 
community, but also to Christ Jesus, who is greatly pleased 
by the faith and holiness of children. 
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CHILDREN DELIGHT THE PARISH

E. Providence: On Christmas Eve during the evening 
vigil Mass, Sacred Heart School students from grades 1-3 
joined the 2nd Grade CCD program students to share the 
gift of the Nativity play with the parish community! The 
organist, Lori Dunn, organized a choir to provide the 
beautiful music for the Mass. The children, altar servers, 
and Celebrant, Fr. Peri, began the beautiful celebration 
with a candlelight procession. 

JANUARY CALENDAR OF EVENTS

01- Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God; 
 World Day of Peace
06 - Epiphany of the Lord
10 - The Baptism of the Lord
14- Pongal
25 - The Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle
26- Republic Day (India)
31-  Feast of St. John Bosco

BEST  WISHES AND PRAYERS  TO

BIRTHDAYS

5 - Fr. Paul Arokiaraj. C        

6 - Fr. Paul Dhinagaran. C     

7 - Fr. Charles. A       

9 - Fr. Francis Xavier  / Bro. Ajis  Aravinth

10 - Bro. Arockia William. L

22- Fr. Periyanayaga Samy. A

26 - Fr. Kulandai. P

28. Fr. Peter Sebastin

30 - Fr. Vijay Pilla     

           
  FEAST DAYS

22 - Fr. Vincent. S |Fr. Vincent. M                

23 - Fr. Periyanayaga Samy. S|
 Fr. Periyanayaga Samy. A|
 Fr. Perianayaga Samy. A|
 Fr. Periyanayagam. M 
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